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He emerged from prison quite new-born, christened Dr.
Noir (although he is not black); and his secretary, Tennesse,
filled the newspapers with lucubrations about his master’s
- wonderful cures. He addressed letters to the President of the
Academie de Medecine, and to Dr. Conneau, the Emperor’s
physician, representing himself as a " W. D. of the University of
Leyden, who had spent the greater part of his life at the tropics,
and there made properties of plants his special study, and
found the quinquina of cancer, and remedies for all diseases
,considered as incurable," &c. Dr. Bazin, of the Hopital Saint
Louis, was induced, by such audacious pretensions, to entrust
Vri&egrave;s with some incurable cancer patients in his wards, and
the result proving the same as in the London Cancer Hospital,
the doors of Saint Louis were shut against him.

In 1856, Dr. Noir resumed his old trade as religious reformer.
But this time it was no crusade against the Pope, Cardinal
Wiseman, or the Jesuits, but it was the burden of a new Reve-
lation from Heaven, with the commission to build a marble
temple at the Champs Elysees as a monument of the kingdom
of reconciliation between the whole human race; Vris him-
self acting, of course, as the apostle and treasurer of the new
scheme.

His secretary published two pamphlets on the subject, which
are worthy specimens of the man’s impudence. All the archi-
tects of the country being at the same time requested to com-
pete in forwarding plans for the new temple, one artist was
really so credulous as to send in a plan, for which Vries never
paid him.

Passing by a great many interludes of our hero’s career-viz.,
public dinners at the H6tel de Louvre, and other exhibitions,
to attract attention,-we arrive at the most important period
of 1859, when Professor Velpeau admitted him into the Charite,
and gave him seventeen patients to try his skill upon. The
result of that experiment is well known. After three months’
trial, seven of the patients died. He was dismissed, and Pro-
fessor Velpeau reported accordingly that " Seven died, and the
rest are on the point of death; and the analysis of his drugs
proved that he had no secret remedy whatever. Many sub-
stances he uses are inert, others poisonous, &c." Yet that was
no unfortunate circumstance; it was all Vris wanted. It was
generally thought that, by admitting him into the Charite,
Professor Velpeau misled the public in giving him a standing.
This opinion is now confirmed by the fact, established in the
course of his trial, that Vris is no graduate of any university,
but a downright swindler in the proper acceptation of the
term.
Those who defend such a procedure on the ground of its

being calculated to put down rather than to encourage preten-
sions, seem to forget that the public do not trouble themselves
with the details of such questions, but they judge from the
outline. To admit persons of that tribe into public institutions
to experiment, is to raise them from the degree of street criers
and to attach an importance to their name, to the damage of
the public and to science.

There is another point of view which we ought not to dis-
regard in the consideration of such questions-namely, Is any
surgeon of an hospital justified in handing over unfortunate
patients, who confide in him, to the care of such persons as
this, without even examining his credentials ?
The judgment passed upon Vris is very mild indeed. Fif-

teen months’ imprisonment and 500 francs fine are not much
for such an extensive system of escoquerie of the most dan-
gerous kind. Whilst, therefore, he has no reason to complain,
it is to be hoped that his history will convey a moral and
salutary lesson to others.

Paris, Jan. 14th, 1860.

Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-THE following gentlemen passed

their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and
received certificates to practise, on

Thursday, Jan. 12th, 1860.
Catt, Alfred, Brighton.
Collins, John Boniface, Yapton, Sussex.
Irvine, John William, Galnate, Lancaster.
Jessop, Thomas Richard, J3righouse.
Jones, Thomas, Brecon, S. Wales.
Starke, Anthony George Hayden, Honiton, Devon.
Thomson, Walter Trevelyan, Gainsborough, Yorkshire.

The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their
first examination :-

Stillwell, James, London.
Watergon, John, Birmingham.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.-The competitive exa.

mination for assistant-surgeoncies took place on the 9th instant
and five succeeding days, and was conducted by James Paget,
Esq., F.R.S.; George Busk, Esq., F.R.S.; Dr. E. A. Parkes,
F. R. C. P.; and Dr. Hooker, F. R. S. The following gentlemen
were successful, and their names are placed in order of merit :-

A. Bruen.
F. Fahvasser.
R. Waters, M.D.
J. B. Hamilton, M.D.
E. D. Tomlinson.
J. G. Chappell, M.D.
M. J. Fagan.
W. Cherry.
G. E. Maunsell.
E. W. Smith.
W. Traile, M.D.
N. Avent.
M. J. Bnrke.
W. C. Robinson.

J. Wales.
J. F. Ashley.
J. R. Gaussen, M.B.
J. L. Power.
P. W. Stafford.
T. H. White, M.D.
W.H.Hill.
T. Quinlan.
O.Owen.
J. Ferguson.
E. J. Boulton.
J. Stevenson.
G. E. Will.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF EDINBURGH.-The
following gentlemen obtained the Diploma, and were admitted
Licentiates of this College on the 17th inst. :-

Allan, William Wright, Joppa, Midlothian.
Bayldon, John, Methley, Wakefield.
Campbell, George Andrew, Toronto, C. W.

ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF PARIS.-At the meet-
ing of this Society, held on the 5th instant, Dr. Knox was
unanimously elected a " Foreign Corresponding Associate,"
being the first foreigner on whom they have conferred that
distinction.
APPOINTMENT.-Dr. Robert Bennet has been elected

one of the honorary surgeons to the Devonshire Hospital,
Buxton.

SCIENTIFIC AMUSEMENTS.&mdash;Amongst the institutions of
the metropolis which are worthy of a visit by the old and
young is the Royal Polytechnic Institution. Here, in addition
to the various works of art and science, together with splendid
new phantasmagoria, lectures are given on various subjects of
scientific interest.-At the Great Globe there are new dioramas
of the wars in China and Italy, scenes in India and Japan,
and a tour up the Rhine. Lectures of much interest are deli-
vered on the researches of Franklin, and on the relics discovered
of this celebrated Arctic voyager. The model of the earth still
continues to attract numerous spectators.-At the Royal Coli-
seum, in addition to the staple attractions of the establishment,
there is a lecture on China, with some fine dioramic views of
various places in that country. The spirited manager has suc-
ceeded in furnishing for his audience a most interesting and
instructive morning and evening entertainment.
MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.-A few weeks ago,

it was our painful duty to record the death of Dr. Yell, who
for many years devoted his energies, and we believe also sacri-
ficed his private means, in the maintenance of the Queen
Adelaide’s Lying-in Hospital, founded by the late Dr. Jewel.
In the position of superintending physician to this institution,
Dr. Yell did good service by keeping open an excellent school
of practical midwifery. Here many gentlemen learned to
esteem Dr. Yell’s character and kind disposition, and profited
by the opportunities he provided for them. By his death,
after a protracted illness of three years, which still further
exhausted his resources, he has left a widow and four children.
We sincerely trust that, by the efforts of her husband’s friends
and of the profession generally, the heavy burden cast upon
the widow, of supporting her children by the exercise of her
talents as a teacher of music, may be lightened to the extent
of procuring her son admission into the College.

SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE ON HYGIENE. - Sir Benjamin
delivered the Presidential Address at the last meeting of the
Royal Society. It contained some allusions to subjects of
medical or physiological interest. In relation to hygiene, he
observed : "If sanitary and other improvements (these being
the results of greater knowledge) have added to the average
length of human life, be it observed that this fact includes
another fact-namely, that they have added to human happi-
ness ; for true it is that the causes which tend to the shortening
of life are, with few exceptions, such as produce either physical
pain or moral suffering." And, in speaking of the M’Clintock
expedition, he thus introduced the name of Dr. Walker: " Nor
ought I to omit to notice the name of Dr. Walker, who, being
engaged as surgeon, acted also as naturalist to the expedition,
and availed himself of such scanty opportunities as those ice-
bound countries afford, of extending his researches in natural
history. Of the results which he has been able to obtain I aIJ1
not in a condition to give you an account at present, but they

will, I doubt not, in due time be communicated to the public."
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CLASSICAL TREATMENT OF BLENNORRHAGIA.-Professor .
Forget, of Strasbourg, calls attention to the continually in- 
creasing number of modes of treatment which are applied to j,
orchitis and other diseases. He concludes that the newest are I
not the best ; and relates cures bytheold and classic treatment by i
leeches, baths, mercurial inunction, and purgatives. He passes
in review the methods of treatment by reproducing the urethral
discharge; by scarifying the testicle (method of Vidal); by
puncturing the tunica vaginalis with the lancet or bistoury, in
order to evacuate the serosity; by compression with strapping 
or collodion. All these methods Professor Forget considers
barbarous, inefficacious, or tedious. Irrigation with cold water
is useful, but in acute cases insufficient. There is a useful lesson
to be learnt from such a therapeutic review by a professor of
reputation, since novelty has too often peculiar charms which
outweigh other considerations; and it is a salutary example to
recall attention to old, vulgar, but effective practices.
HOSPITAL STATISTICS OF PARIS FOR 1860.-The report I

of the Prefet of the Seine announces that in Paris, during the
year 1860, 7172 beds will be prepared for the sick, 783-) for
the old and infirm, 2195 for the insane, 609 for foundlings: in
all, 17,814 beds; to which should be added 50 contained in
two little asylums for the old, belonging to the former com-
munes of Montmartre aud Belleville. During the ensuing year
5,924,646 enrolments of sick and infirm are anticipated. Be-
sides these, 1600 insane persons, for want of room in Paris, will
be supported in county asylums; 14,422 children are placed
with private persons, in private establishments, and in the 
agricultural colonies of France and Algiers; and, in addition,
6900 children will receive out-door relief, and remain under
the paternal surveillance of the Administration of Public Relief.
HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING

SATURDAY, JAX. 14TH. - The deaths registered in London,
which were 1281 in the first week of the year, rose to 1344
in the week that ended on Saturday last. In the ten years
1850-59 the average number of deaths in the weeks correspond-
ing with last week was 1213; but as the deaths in the present
return occurred in a population which has increased, they
should be compared with the average raised in 1 proportion to
the increase, namely, with 1334. The comparison shows that
the actual number exceeds, but only in a slight amount, the
number estimated for the second week of the year. The deaths
from small-pox again rose last week to 41, of which 8 occurred
to persons between the ages of 20 and 40 years; 3 were recorded
in the sub- district of St. John, Marylebone, 5 in that of St.
Giles South. There were 62 from scarlatina; and 5 of these
occurred in Kensington Town sub-district. Diphtheria was
returned in 7 cases. Six deaths, which occurred to children,
were referred to remittent fever, 2 of which took place in the
workhouse at Greenwich. Bronchitis rose from 159 in the pre-
vious week to 188 last week; and in the same time pneumonia
rose from 98 to 120. Exclusive of phthisis and whooping-cough,
diseases of the organs of respiration were fatal to 346 persons,
whilst the corrected average for corresponding weeks is 310.
Nine nonagenarians, of whom the two eldest were 95 and 98
years, died in the week; also a centenarian (a woman), whose
age is attested by the baptismal register of St. Olave, South-
wark : she lived the greater part of her life in Peckham, and
died there. A man, aged 72 years, died in the workhouse,
Mile-end New Town, from effusion on the brain accelerated by
want of necessaries. Of bricklayers 3 died in the week, of
bricklayers’ wives 4, of bricklayers’ children 9; of carpenters
6 died, of carpenters’ wives 5, of carpenters’ children 19; of
masons 1 died, of masons’ wives 2, of masons’ children 1; of

painters 10 died, of painters’ wives 2, of painters’ children 11;
of plasterers’ wives 1 died, of plasterers’ children 8.

Last week the births of 985 boys and 953 girls, in all 1938
children, were registered in London. In the ten corresponding
weeks of the years 1850-59 the average number was 1645.

Obituary.
ROWLAND FREEMAN, ESQ.

Tms gentleman was engaged for nearly half a century in an
extensive medical practice at the village of Minster. His father
was the Rev. Anthony Freeman, for many years chaplain to
the 85th Regiment of the British Army, and later in life vicar
of Badgworth, Shurdington, and Helmstone Hardwick, three
parishes in the neighbourhood of Cheltenham and Gloucester.

The late Mr. Rowland Freeman was born at the Vicarage
House, Presbury, near Cheltenham, in 1778. After being
articled for the usual number of years to a surgeon named
Nott, at Stratford-on-Avon (brother to the celebrated Dr.
Nott), he completed his professional education at Guy’s Hos-
pital, London. He then settled in practice at Cheltenham,
but remained there only a very short time. On leaving Chel-
tenham, he took up his residence in London, where he was
attacked with typhus fever. After a confinement of several
months, he went to Margate for change of air, and was then,
in 1805, by some accidental c:rcumstances induced to make a
permanent settlement at Minster.
He married, in 1801, Martha, daughter of Mr. John Taylor,

of London. The issue by this marriage consisted of ten sons
and one daughter, of whom the latter and four sons now sur-
vive. In 1846. Mr. Freeman resiened his active duties to his
son, and went to reside in America, where two of his other
sons were settled. He came back to England in 1850, and
remained four more years at Minster, since which he resided
for about two years at Cheltenham, and for a similar period at
Harborne, a village near Birmingham. He died suddenly of
heart disease, at the latter place, on the 1st inst.
He was, in many respects, a man of remarkable character.

As a medical practitioner, he was universally revered and
trusted by the extensive circle over which his labours extended.
He was a man of great benevolence, always ready to assist in
a charitable work to the utmost of his ability. He was endued
with intellectual powers of a very high order, and was exten-
sively read in general literature. Amongst his public deeds
may be mentioned his founding the Isle of Thanet Book So-
ciety, the Minster Benefit Club, and, in conjunction with
Lieutenant (now Admiral) Chappell, the " Thanet Magazine."
His chief published work is entitled Kentish Poets," in two
volumes, which was printed and published at Canterbury. An-
other of his works is "Regulbium," a poem in blank verse;
and he contributed numerous articles to the newspapers of the
county of Kent.
The " good old doctor" was buried at Harborne on the 5th,

instant.

On the 15th inst., at Hull, Joseph Ayre, M.D.
On the 14th inst., at Bicester, Oxfordshire, G. Woodward,.

Esq., surgeon, aged 76.

MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK.

MONDAY, JAN. 23 ......

TUESDAY, JAN. 24 ......

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25

THURSDAY, JAN. 26 .

FRIDAY, JAN. 27.......

SATURDAY, JAN. 2S

ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL. - Operations,

2 P.M.
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.&mdash;8&frac12; P.M. Dr. Gibb,
" On the Sanguinaria Canadensis ; its History,
Composition, Properties, and Medical Uses."

Guy’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
RoTAL INSTITUTION. - 3 P.M. Prof. Owen, "On,

Fossil Birds and Reptiles."
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIBURS1CAL SOCIETY OF
LONDON. - 8 P.M. Mr. R. L. Bowles, " On
Stertor." - Mr. Henry Lee, "On Secondary
Syphilitic Inoculation."

COLLEGE or DENTISTS. - Mr. Erichsen’s con-
cluding Lecture " On the Surgery of the Mouth
and Jaws."

MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. - Operations,

2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL. - Operations, 2

P.M.

’ST. GEORGE’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. -

Operations, 1 P.M.LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1% P.M.
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, KING’S CROSS.-

Operations, 22 P.M.ROYAL INSTITUTION. - 3 P.M. Prof. Tyndall,
L On Light."
(WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. - Opera-

tions, 1&frac12; P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION. - 8 P.M. Prof. Owen, " On

the Cerebral Classification of the Class Mam-
1_ malia."

rST. THOMAS’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.ST. BARTHOLOnaEw’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12;
P.M. 

 KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, It P.M.’ CBAmiNa-oROSs HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.

ROYAL INSTITUTION. - 3 P.M. Dr. Lankester,
"Un the Relation of the Animal Kingdom to

t the Industrv of Man."


